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Department of Education

On 10th December 2024, the Research Circle of the Department of Education at the University of Allahabad
organized an enlightening session titled “Ethnography and Observation Method in Social Sciences.” This significant
academic event was held in the seminar hall of the department.

The program aimed to explore the intricate depths of qualitative research methods in social sciences, mainly
focusing on ethnography and observational methodologies. Prof. Dhananjai Yadav, Head of the Department of
Education, welcomed the guest speaker, Prof Ashish Saxena. The session’s connoisseur, Prof. Ashish Saxena, Head
of the Department of Sociology, captivated the audience with his thought-provoking talk. Prof. Saxena elaborated
on the methodological nuances of ethnographic studies and their application in understanding societal structures
and cultural phenomena. He shared anecdotes from his fieldwork to make the session interactive and relatable.

The session provided an in-depth understanding of ethnographic methods and their role in gathering first-hand
data in social sciences. The speaker shed light on the ethical challenges and strategies involved in observational
research. The event highlighted the interdisciplinary nature of ethnography, demonstrating its application across
various fields of study, including education, sociology, and anthropology. The participants appreciated the
inclusion of real-world examples, which made the discussion practical and actionable.

The event was graced by distinguished dignitaries, researchers, and students who gathered to enrich their
knowledge about ethnographic practices in social science research. Many attendees expressed their gratitude for
the opportunity to learn directly from the seasoned expert in the field. The interactive Q&A session towards the
end further enriched the learning experience, with participants raising queries about practical challenges in
fieldwork.

The program successfully achieved its objective of imparting knowledge and fostering dialogue on ethnography
and observation methods in social sciences. It served as a platform for intellectual exchange and inspired many
young researchers to incorporate these methods into their academic inquiries. The session concluded with a vote
of thanks and a commitment to continue exploring innovative research methods in the future.
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on 16 December, 2024, the Department of Philosophy
conducted a lecture which was sponsored by the Indian
Council of Philosophical Research (ICPR). Speaking on the
title ‘Critical Thinking and Philosophising,” Prof. R. C. Sinha,
the head of the Department of Philosophy at Patna
University, imparted very fruitful and insightful wisdom on
Indian philosophy, particularly connecting it with the
philosophy of K. C. Bhattacharya. Prof. M. P. Singh, former
member, ICPR, and Prof. Jatashankar Tiwari, former HoD,
Department of Philosophy, University of Allahabad, were

present at the lecture.




Department of Chemistry

Sheila Dhar Institute of Soil Science, Department of
Chemistry, celebrated World Soil Day ie. 5"
December, 2024, by organizing a poster/slogan-
making competition on the theme "Caring for soil:
Measure, Monitor, Manage" for the students of M. Sc.
- Agriculture Chemistry. The students participated in
the competition with great zeal and enthusiasm. The
occasion was also marked as the death anniversary of
late Prof. N. R. Dhar. The students remembered him
and his love for the soil. A floral tribute was given to
him, which was followed by sapling plantation in the
field of the Institute. All the faculty members and HoD,
Prof. Dinesh Mani, motivated the students to SAVE

SOIL.
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Department of Education

on 17" December, 2024, a special lecture was organized by the
Research Circle of the Department of Education at the University of
Allahabad on the topic “Historical Method of Research” by Prof.
Prakash Sinha (Retired Prof., Department of Ancient History, Art &
Archaeology, University of Allahabad). The event was held in the
seminar hall. The event commenced with a formal welcome address
by Prof. Dhanajay Yadav, Head of the Department of Education. He
thanked Prof. Prakash Sinha for accepting the invitation and sharing
his valuable insights on historical research. Following the welcome
address, the special guest, Prof. Prakash Sinha, took the stage to
deliver the lecture. Prof. Prakash Sinha shared his valuable insights
and research findings with the scholars, drawing attention to key
aspects of the Historical research method. He encouraged the
research scholar to ask questions without hesitation. He advised
them to incorporate three significant qualities, i.e., problem
orientation, patience and note of disagreement, to become a good

researcher.

After the lecture, a Q&A session was held, allowing faculty
members and research scholars to ask questions and seek further
clarification on the lecture content. The event concluded with the
vote of thanks delivered by Kumari Kusum on behalf of the research
circle. Dr. Patanjali Mishra, was the convener of the Program. The
research scholars of the research circle actively participated in

organizing this special lecture.
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Incubation Centre, UoA

The Incubation Centre, UoA organized a session on

‘Financing for Startups’ for the students of B. Tech and

B.B.A. of the University and the incubatee startups on A

December, 2024. The Resource person, Dr Archana Singh,
Assistant Professor, Department of Commerce enlightened
the participants on various aspects of generating and
managing finances for startups. Dr. Shefali Nandan,
Coordinator, Incubation Centre, UoA gave the welcome
address, and Dr Sandeep Goyal delivered vote of thanks.
The program was conducted by Dr Cherita, Assistant
Professor, Department of Zoology. Heartfelt thanks to Prof
Tanveer Siddiqui and Dr Neelesh Anand for their support.

Dr Chakadola was also present on the occasion.

Department of Mathematics

National Mathematics Day was celebrated in the department of
Mathematics on 22™ December 2024. Quiz competitions, essay
writing and invited lecture by eminent speakers like Prof Abhay K
Singh from IIT Dhanbad, Prof Karam Deo Shankhadhar from
IISER, Bhopal and Prof D. Surya Ramana from HRI, Prayagraj were
organized. Winners of events were awarded prizes and
certificates. The program ended with vote of thanks by Prof P.K.

Singh.




University of Allahabad: As | Know This Great Institution
*Prof. M.H. Qureshi

It was in the month of July 1957 that | entered the campus of Allahabad University, with the result of the final
examination of Intermediate in my hand. The confidence level was high as | could pass class Xll in first division with
a place in the merit list. | came from a small, non-descript town, Sultanpur (Avadh) where there was no electricity
supply at that time and we had to study under the light of a lantern. | was filled with excitement and hope to get
admission in B.A. (first year) based on my merit. For a young student from a small town, the first view of the
Senate Hall and two grand buildings on the flanks (the library, at that time, on the left and the English Department
on the right) was awe inspiring. The Banyan Tree at the back lawn of Senate Hall standing majestically with its large
foliage attracted attention. Later we could know that this tree was the basis of the seal of the university which
read, “QUOT RAMI TOT ARBORES” in Latin and “As many Branches so many Trees.”

The campus, housing Arts and Commerce faculties, was witnessing a lot of buzz as new aspirants were running
here and there to complete the admission process. | could get admission in B.A.Part-I, with English Literature,
Economics and Geography. | could also get State Bursary ScholarshipofRs.60/per month based on my rank in the
merit list of the Intermediate Examination.

Professor Shri Ranjan, a professor of Botany Department was the Vice Chancellor of the University when we joined
in B.A.Part | in 1957.

Every Department of the university had academic giants. We were lucky to see some of the legendary figures such
as Professors S. C. Deb, Prof.Raghupati Sahai Firag Gorakhpuri, Ram Nath Dubey, Jamshed Kai khusro Mehta,
Dharam Veer Bharti, Ram Kumar Verma, Ehtesham Husain and many more.

The English Department was being headed by Prof. S.C. Deb who was known as a “moving dictionary”. | had a
chance to go to his room in the month of November 1957 to request him to provide a teacher to our class as time
was running out andthere was no teacher for our English Literature class. The class fellows asked me and Alopi
Prasad Srivastava to meet and request Prof. Deb to arrange a teacher. We gathered courage, went to his room,
knocked at the door and heard a roaring voice, ‘come in’ as we entered the room, he roared again, “what has
brought you here? Meekly, | said, ‘Sir, we do not have a teacher for our class, there must be some arrangement’.
He said annoyingly ‘you must get out!’Both of us realized our mistake and ran out of his room. We were surprised
that the next morning, Mr. Lalit Mohan Upadhyay was there in the class room to teach us English literature. The
class was happy that arrangement was made so quickly. We realized that Prof. Deb had a very soft heart within his
tough exterior. We also used to attend the classes of Prof. K.K. Mehrotra, a very soft-spoken teacher taking classes
sitting in his wheel chair. The other luminary was Prof RaghuPati Sahai Firaq Gorakhpuri, a professor of English and
a renowned poet of Urdu. He conducted my viva in B.A. Final class. | still remember that the first question he
asked was, “who was the founder of Banaras Hindu University?” My reply was, “Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya.”

The other question was, “why was he known as Malviya?” My reply was a mere guess that Malviya may be a sub-

caste of Brahmans. Firaq Saheb corrected me and said that he belonged to Malva that is why he was known as
Malviya. He also reminded me that the question was asked because | was a student of Geography. Thus,| learnt a
lesson of Geography of India from my Professor of English.

I had the opportunity to listen to him reciting his ghazals in the Mushairas held in Senate Hall as well as once in
Mayo Hall lawns in Allahabad. I still remember two lines:




“Is khandahar mein hain, kuch chdiye toote huye Inheen se kaam chalao, bahut andhera hai”.

The Geography and Education Departments shared the same building. Now, that building has been removed and
the University library stands there. Geography department was headed by Prof. Ram Nath Dubey whom | had seen
teaching P.G. classes sitting on an easy chair. The same year he retired. He never taught our class. After 44 years
of leaving Allahabad, | was asked to deliver “R. N. Dubey Memorial Lecture in 2005 by my teacher Prof L. R. Singh.
The lecture was presided over by Dubey ji’s son- in- law, Shri T.N. Chaturvedi, Governor of Karnataka.

| have vivid memory of Prof. J. K. Mehta and Dr. P. D. Hajela who edited the book titled “Fundamentals of
Economics” wherein the Gandhian concept of deliberate control of wants was propounded. Prof. Mehta lived in
Civil Lines and always came to the Department in a rickshaw. He used to give free homeopathic medicines in the
afternoon of Tuesdays. | also went to consult him for my acute cough and his medicine helped.

Allahabad University was established on 23™ September, 1887 and its 70" anniversary was celebrated in 1958.
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru was invited as the Chief Guest. A group of N.C.C. cadets were prepared to offer the Guard
of Honour. | was one in the group and had a chance to see Nehru ji from close quarters as he walked along the file
to inspect the guards.

| joined the M. A. course in Geography in 1959 and passed M.A. in first division and stood first in order of merit in
1961. | joined as a lecturer in St. John’s College Agra on 6" August 1961and never looked back. Moved on to
Jodhpur, to JNU, to Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), to Bremen University (Germany).But the fact remains that Allahabad
University has shaped my personality as my alma mater, its memories are embedded deep inside and make me

nostalgic even after the lapse of more than 60 years.

* Professor (Retired)

Centre for the Study of Regional Development
School of Social Sciences

Jawaharlal Nehru University
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Some Important Instructions for AU TALK

AU Talk is a monthly digital newsletter of the University of Allahabad that shares latest curricular and extra-curricular activities of
the university. It seeks to enhance the perception of the university by highlighting its accomplishments in diverse fields of
undertaking. Please note that

AU TALK publishes news about seminars/workshops/conferences that have taken place at any Department or Centre of the
University. A piece of news along with aphotograph of the organizersshould be emailed
at vizianagramcurator.au@gmail.com

The magazine publishes informative articles also. Articles should aim to bring out important scientific, ethical, and
environmental issues and must be lucid in their message to society. They can be written in Hindi or English. In one edition,
the magazine can publish up to four such articles.

Do not send pictures capturing garlanding or shawl/memento-giving moments.

The magazine should be widely circulated among students and faculty and on all social media platforms so that the excellent
work done under the auspices of the University of Allahabad reaches far and wide and benefits all.

For any query feel free to contact the Editorial Board.




